
 

 

                                                              
 

Sonoma County, Consumers Both Winners As 
Wine Labeling Bill is Signed Into Law by Governor 

 
Sonoma County, September 27, 2010 — Sonoma County vintners and winegrape growers are taking a big 

step toward reducing consumer confusion about Sonoma County wines with the passage of AB1798, the 

conjunctive wine label initiative, which was signed by Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger September 24, 2010. 

 Supported by all of Sonoma County’s wine industry groups and introduced in the Assembly by members 

Noreen Evans, Wesley Chesbro and Jared Huffman, the bill passed unanimously in both the Assembly and the 

Senate. 

 “Conjunctive labeling will aid thousands of businesses and keep good jobs in the county because our 

economy depends on a vibrant wine industry,” said Assemblymember Noreen Evans (D-Santa Rosa).  “By 

improving consumer education on each bottle, conjunctive labeling will enable the diversity of our delicious 

wines to represent Sonoma County around the world.”  

 “We are thrilled to see the Governor sign this bill, which achieves our goal of including Sonoma County on 

all wines produced in the county or one of its 13 American Viticulture Areas (AVA),” said Honore Comfort, 

executive director of the Sonoma County Vintners.  “This moment is truly the result of collaboration among 

the vintners and winegrape growers of every AVA of Sonoma County and marks the beginning of a stronger 

Sonoma County brand for generations to come.” 

 Nick Frey, president of the Sonoma County Winegrape Commission, was equally pleased: “In this 

increasingly competitive wine market, building awareness for Sonoma County and the wine regions within 

the county is critical to Sonoma County grape growers and the wineries they supply. AB1798 will insure that 

consumers recognize every bottle of wine produced from Sonoma County grapes.” 

 Wineries must now include Sonoma County on their labels, along with the AVA, such as Dry Creek Valley, 

when the law becomes effective January 1, 2011.  Vintners will have three years to phase in the changes to their 

labels. 

## ### ## 

About Sonoma County Vintners 
Sonoma County Vintners is the leading voice of Sonoma County wine, dedicated to increasing awareness and improving the quality 
image of its wines to consumers, media, and trade locally and globally. With almost 65,000 vineyard acres planted among the county’s 



 

 

13 American Viticultural Areas (AVAs), Sonoma County is considered one of the world’s premier winegrowing regions, producing an 
unparalleled range of varietals and wine styles. SCV has promoted this diversity and quality since 1944, and currently represents more 
than 165 member wineries and 25 Affiliate Members. For more information on the wines and wineries of Sonoma County, visit 
www.sonomawine.com. 
 
About Sonoma County Winegrape Commission 
The Sonoma County Winegrape Commission was established in 2006 as a non-profit marketing and educational organization dedicated 
to the promotion of Sonoma County as one of the world’s premier grape growing regions. SCWC’s goal is to increase awareness and 
recognition of the quality and diversity of Sonoma County’s grapes and wines through dynamic marketing and educational programs 
targeted to wine consumers around the world. For more information about SCWC and its programs, visit www.sonomawinegrape.org 
http://www.sonomawinegrape.org      
 
CONTACT:  Sara Cummings, Sara@sonomawine.com  [707] 888-6150 
Larry Levine, Larry.Levine@sonomawinegrape.org  [707] 522-5863 
Anthony Matthews (Evans), Anthony.Matthews@asm.ca.gov – tel. (916) 319-2007,  
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